
 
 

What do a 1-litre capacity engine and charity have in common? 
 

The MONGOL RALLY! 
 

The Mongol Rally is an annual charity race across Eurasia where over 400 

cars take off from London in 1-liter engine vehicles and, with a lot of 

luck, try to make it all the way to Ulanbaatar, Mongolia. There’s no 

route and no help, but a whole lot of road and good deeds along the way. 
 

The AIRAG* ADDICTS 
*The national drink of Mongolia. A smooth alcoholic beverage made from fermented horses’ milk 

 

This year, the AIRAG ADDICTS will be joining the race with three cars 

and eight people who want to make it all the way to Mongolia – and raise 

a lot of money for great charities in the process (see ‘The Charities’). 

The patchwork crew is made up of a web of eight friends who know each 

other through undergrad, grad school, high school and broomball. We’re 

drawn to the rally in the hopes of seeing some amazing places, helping 

noteworthy causes, and having a truly unique adventure.  
 

The CHARITIES 
The Mongol Rally raises money for charities that work in Mongolia and 

other countries along the route. This year the Principal Charity is 

Mercy Corps Mongolia, which supports rural communities to meet their 

economic and social needs. The other Official Charities include the 

Christina Noble Children’s Foundation and Hope and Homes for Children. 

Each car in the Rally is required to raise a minimum donation, although 

many raise much more, and last year the Rally raised over £1M! All of 
the vehicles that make it to Mongolia can also be donated and given to 

herding communities in the countryside. 
 

Support the Airag Addicts 
The Airag Addicts are thrilled to be heading out on the long lonely road 

for the July 2009 race, but before our trusty steeds can be deemed road-

worthy, we need to raise money and excitement. We’re looking to raise 

money for the official Rally charities as well as to cover the cost of 

our cars (which will be given as a charity donation in Mongolia).  

 

We have a variety of ways to get involved as a corporate sponsor, from 

donations in kind to promotions. We are happy to discuss any and all. In 

exchange, our sponsors receive publicity via our website, fundraisers, 

and cars, amongst others. To learn more about our corporate sponsorship 

options, please read the attached “Corporate Sponsorship” information.  

 

Visit www.airagaddicts.com to sponsor us today! 



 

Corporate Sponsorship 

 
A trip as diverse as the Mongol Rally represents different opportunities 

to different companies. We have created a list of sponsorship ideas and 

benefits, which we hope you’ll consider but it is in no way exhaustive. 

We recognize that you may see a particular opportunity for your business 

in sponsoring the Mongol Rally and we’re happy to work with you to make 

it happen! Please contact us with any questions or ideas! (contact 

information attached) 

 

Car Logo PLUS: 

Our cars will most likely look something like the 

yellow beauty shown here. Although compact, 

they’ve got a lot of space for logos , and 

messages. To advertise on our cars: 

 

$500 - Space on one car, plus your logo on our 

website 

$1,000 - Space on two cars, your logo on our 

website and in all our fundraising promotions 

$1,500 - Space on all three cars, you logo on our website, in all our 

fundraising promotions and in any media coverage we receive (although 

subject to the reporters’ decisions). 

$3,000 - We are officially sponsored by YOU! That’s right, we will be 

the YOUR COMPANY Airag Addicts! We’ll then take your name across more 

than 8,000 miles and a dozen countries! 

 

Automobile advertising not your thing? No problem! Some other options 

for working with the Airag Addicts to get your name out there are: 

 

$$ - Giveaways – We’ll be passing through more than a dozen countries 

along the route, staying in hotels, eating at famous restaurants, going 

to rally event parties and we’re happy to do a little promoting while 

we’re there! Whether that be handing out informational fliers or passing 

out keychains, we’re willing to work with you to get your company seen 

by the eyes of Eurasia. 

 

$$ - Video advertising – we’ll execute your idea or create something 

ourselves while en route for you to use internally, on YouTube, or on 

your website. For example, want to see just how long someone can stay up 

after drinking your energy drink, or if your facemask can hold up 

through a desert sandstorm? 

  

$$ – Everything else – Anything you want to consider, we want to 

consider too. So if you’ve got an idea, please give us a call or shoot 

us an email and we’ll work with you to make that idea a reality! 

(contact information attached). 



 

The CHARITIES 

 

The Airag Addicts are raising money for two primary causes: to donate to 

Mercy Corps and to purchase our vehicles.  
 

Mercy Corps 
The beneficiary of the bulk of our fundraising is Mercy Corps, an 

international development organization working in over 35 countries 

around the world which responds to global emergencies and carries out 

longer term development work. 

 

In Mongolia, Mercy Corps supports rural communities to address economic 

and social needs and helps individuals, families and communities become 

more self-sufficient, diversified in their production, and better linked 

to local, regional, and national markets. 

 

The funds we raise will help Mercy Corps continue to assist people in 

poor rural regions with projects such as improving school facilities, 

creating job opportunities for women, building new playgrounds for 

children, and helping families purchase livestock which provides them 

with a means of income and nutrition. 

 

Here are some examples of what your donations can do: 

    * $2 will buy one tree sapling to help Mongolian herders avoid 

overgrazing their pastures 

    * $10 will allow one unemployed or low-income person to attend a 

business skills training course 

    * $39 will allow an unemployed woman to attend a 30-day training 

course on vegetable growing 

    * $130 dollars will buy text books for children in five rural 

schools 

    * $175 allows a family to purchase a goat which is easy to care for, 

provides the family with milk, and can be groomed for high-value 

raw materials like cashmere 

    * $590 will fully stock a school library 

 

For more information about Mercy Corps and the great work it is doing in 

Mongolia as well as Mercy Corps projects sponsored by Mongol Rally 

teams, please visit the Mongol Rally section on Mercy Corps' website, 

please visit http://wwww.mongolrally.org.uk/mongolrally  
 

The Vehicles 

The Mongol Rally isn't about comfort and it doesn't have a great deal to 

do with style; it’s an adventure. That said, after taking the car 

halfway around the world, what to do with it? The Mongolian government 

has agreed to allow the cars to be donated for charity sale to go to 

groups around Mongolia. We will be donating our 3 cars upon arrival in 

Mongolia and as such are raising money for their purchase and fix-up.  

 



 

Team Contact Information 

 

 

To contact the Airag Addicts about Corporate Sponsorship, please 

either email or call us  

 

Ann Arbor, MI, USA Alisha Blechman +1-917-748-8456 

alisha.blechman@gmail.com 

 Emily Friedberg +1-202-302-4076 

friedberg.emily@gmail.com 

 Brad Alexander +1-206-7990-5259 

bralexander1@gmail.com 

London, England, UK Paul Yacoumis + 44-790-245-1626 

paul.yacoumis@gmail.com 

New York, NY USA Zoya Craig +1-917-880-7218 

zoya.craig@gmail.com 

 Annie Hammel +1-646-522-2340 

annehammel@yahoo.com 

San Francisco, CA, 

USA 

Todd Anderson +1-415-830-4018 

todicus@gmail.com 

Toronto, ON, CAN Alan Herring +1-647-377-3645 

alan.l.herring@gmail.com 

 



 

The TEAM 

 

Alan  

 

Alisha  
Alisha has loved traveling since she realized maps were more than just pretty 

things on walls and in books. Since then, she has made an effort to go on ever 

longer trips to increasingly hard to pronounce places. Alisha strongly believes 

that the best thing about traveling is that you’re always learning something: 

sometimes it’s about yourself, sometimes it’s about the place you’re in,  

sometimes it’s something completely unrelated. And sometimes you learn from 

situations that are beyond what you thought possible, like being pulled into the 

Russian circus, or singing karaoke to George Michael’s “Careless Whisper”.  

Places Alisha spent her last five birthdays: Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; Bac San (way 

north), Vietnam; Kashgar, China; New York, NY; Chicago, IL. 

 
Alisha met Alan and Zoya while at McGill University. After graduating, she 

worked in development in Southeast Asia before enrolling at Michigan 

University’s Ross School of Business, where she met Emily and Brad.  Alisha is 

looking for a good last hurrah before putting her MBA to use in paying off her 

student loans. 

 

Birthplace: Manhattan, New York City 

Current residence: Ann Arbor, MI 

Places lived: NYC, Montreal, Ann Arbor (MI), Chicago, Mongolia, Vietnam 

Reason for rallying: Good excuse to finally get my drivers license 

Comfort item on rally:  I’m bringing US Weekly cause there ain’t nothing like 

fashion and celebrity gossip when your car’s broken down in the desert… 

 

Annie  
Coming from a family of intrepid travelers, Annie’s love for exploring different 

cultures and collecting passport stamps was inevitable. Having done the Trans-

Siberian by herself at 24, the obvious next step would be a drive through even 

more remote locales. Our bubbly redhead brings to the team an ability to win 

over the hardest curmudgeon, a talent for improvising with Ziplocs, and an 

uncanny sense of direction. A jack of many trades (and a near-master at many she 

declares), Annie currently does digital marketing and interactive publicity for 

some of the top magazines in the US. 

 

Birthplace: Manhattan, New York City 

Current Residence: Queens, New York City 

Places lived: Westchester Co, NY; Sarasota, FL; Ann Arbor, MI; San Antonio, TX; 

NYC, NY; Leenane, Ireland; Glenshee, Scotland; Venice, Italy; Prague, Czech 

Republic 

Reason for Rallying: This has been a dream of mine since first reading about it 

in 2005 

Comfort Item on the Rally: NPR podcasts on iPod 

 

Brad 
Brad is blessed/plagued by an endless desire to think up new things to do. In 

fact, thinking up new things to do is perhaps his favorite activity of all. He 

does it while sitting quietly listening to music, sometimes in a comfortable 



 

The TEAM 

chair, sometimes not. Occasionally, he actually does new things. In the last 

three years he has camped on the Great Wall of China, bicycled Central America, 

helped to start a hostel in Baja. He recently thought of driving a car across 

the Asian Steppes. It appears he may do this too. 

 

Incidentally, Brad thinks mustaches actually look good and enjoyed writing this 

in the third person. 

 

Birthplace: Seattle, WA 

Current Residence: Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Places lived: Seattle, WA; New York City; Middlebury, VT; Todos 

Santos, Mexico; Ann Arbor, MI 

Reason for Rallying: The allure of the Central Asian Steppes 

Comfort Item on the Rally: The Idiot’s Guide to Car Maintenance 

 

Emily  
Emily was taught at the age of 7 to travel light when she and her brother (age 

4) were only allowed to take what they could carry on family trips to Europe. 

Emily got her first taste of the exotic when she traveled to Tanzania where she 

taught math in broken Swahili to 90, 4 – 12 year olds in a one room school. 

Turning her love of travel into a career she went to work for Chemonics 

International, a contractor for the US Agency for International Development, 

where she worked with African farmers, Egyptian bankers, and Bosnian lawyers. 

Last summer, Emily worked in Uganda where she spent most of her time creating 

social venture capital deals, bailing employees out of jail, and navigating 

Ugandan traffic. She has love for standard transmissions and once drove a 1972 

Land Rover with no right brake from Mt. Kenya to Arusha. 

 

Birthplace: New York City 

Current Residence: Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Places lived: New York City; Middlebury, VT; Arusha, Tanzania; Edinburgh, 

Scotland; Ann Arbor, Michigan; Nairobi, Kenya; Kampala, Uganda 

Reason for Rallying: Alisha made me…and I’ve never been to Mongolia so why not 

drive? 

Comfort Item on the Rally: A good escapist novel… 

 

Paul  
He is the outsider with an insatiable love for expeditions. He is a 

mathematician with a twist. He occasionally recites product descriptions and 

ingredients lists. He is a musician with a predilection for defective pens. He 

struggles to make a coherent omelette. He likens himself to a hybrid between 

Ricky Gervais and George Costanza. And, yes ladies, he enjoys long walks on the 

beach… 

 

While you are no doubt thinking that we are describing some sort of demigod, 

Paul (a.k.a. Frankie - named rather incongruently after the UFC Heavyweight 

Champion, Frank Mir) is, in fact, just an average bloke finding his way through 

this phenomenon which was once referred to as being “like a box of chocolates.” 

Philosophy is his speciality, as is objective reasoning. Honesty is paramount 

and despite his philosophical standpoint being somewhere between atheistic 

agnosticism and naturalism, the oft-quoted paraphrase of John 8:31-32, “the 

truth will set you free,” is something he has lived his entire life by - even if 

it has meant the occasional unsuccessful job interview. Furthermore, he once 



 

The TEAM 

owned an original 1978 Leyland Mini! His ultimate goal? Living sustainably off 

the land in a small community of organic farms and zero-energy housing. 

 

Ten thousand miles. Ulaanbaatar, here we come. 

 

Birthplace: Adelaide, Australia 

Current Residence: Edinburgh, Scotland 

Places lived: Adelaide, Australia; Wellington, New Zealand; London, 

England; Glendalough, Ireland; Edinburgh, Scotland 

Reason for rallying: I’ve always wanted to do something crazy. I’ve 

always wanted to do something positive. So why not combine the two? 

Comfort item on the rally: Socks (hey, they’re pretty comfortable) 

 

Todd  
A scientist by training, Todd has an acute fascination with squid and their 

cephalopod brethren. He’s tracked the tentacled critters across the world, from 

Romania to Thailand to Australia and finally Mexico, where he is working with 

Brad to set up a hybrid hostel / laboratory dedicated to the intersection of the 

desert and the sea. On this journey he hopes to set down the microscope and 

reconnect with a wide-angle view of nomadic existence, and maybe, somehow, 

happen upon an as-yet unknown-to-science species of land-squid somewhere in 

Central Asia. 

 

Birthplace: Seattle, Washington 

Current Residence: San Francisco, California 

Places lived: Los Angeles; Baja, Mexico; London, England; Dunedin, New Zealand. 

Reason for Rallying: On the road, wherever you are, you’re home. 

Comfort Item on the Rally: huarache sandals made from old tires. 

 

Zoya  
Bouncing around the world since the age of 3, Zoya’s first passport picture has 

her bottle in it and she’s been on the go ever since. With a self-diagnosed 

“inability to stay put”, she unofficially holds the World Record for having a 

single birthday in the most countries when she celebrated her 8th birthday by 

flying from Hong Kong to Japan to the US. A pro at duct-taping car engines 

together and siphoning transmission fluid using dry cleaner hangers and plastic 

bags, this MacGyver-ette (nicknamed the Oracle) now works at a nongovernmental 

organization focusing on international development and human rights. Having 

first gone to Mongolia on a whim, she’s been dying to find a way back ever 

since.  

 

Birthplace: Boston, MA 

Current Residence: New York, NY 

Places lived: Boston, MA; Silver Spring, MD; Hong Kong; Seoul, Korea; Westport, 

CT; Montreal, QC; New York, NY; Bangkok, Thailand 

Reason for rallying: Can you really say no to the chance to drive across the 

world? Been trying to get into the Rally for 4 years and finally did it! Just 

need to learn how to drive stick… 

Comfort item on the rally: The Beatles’ Abbey Road 

 

 

 

 


